


Privacy Notice and Consent Statement
The African Paleosciences Student Society is committed to protecting the privacy and personal information of all applicants and members.
Information We Collect
As part of the membership application process, we may collect the following information:
· Personal identification details (such as name, email address, institution, country of residence, and contact information)
· A recent clear photograph of the applicant
· Copies of academic qualifications, transcripts, certificates, or proof of enrolment
· Information relating to the applicant's academic background, research interests, and professional activities
Purpose of Collection
The information collected will be used solely for:
· Verifying the identity of applicants
· Confirming eligibility for membership
· Maintaining accurate membership records
· Communicating African Paleosciences Student Society activities, events, opportunities, and announcements
· Producing membership records and identification materials where applicable
· Supporting the administration and governance of the African Paleosciences Student Society 
Photographs and qualification documents are collected solely for identity verification and assessment of membership eligibility. These documents will not be published, distributed to other members, displayed publicly, or used for promotional purposes without the applicant's separate and explicit consent.
Storage and Security
All personal information and supporting documents will be stored securely and accessed only by authorized officers or designated administrators of the African Paleosciences Student Society who require access for membership administration purposes.
The African Paleosciences Student Society will take reasonable administrative, technical, and organizational measures to protect personal information against unauthorized access, disclosure, alteration, loss, or misuse.
Information Sharing
The African Paleosciences Student Society will not sell, rent, trade, or disclose personal information to third parties without the applicant's consent, except:
· Where required by law;
· Where necessary for the administration of African Paleosciences Student Society activities; or
· Where disclosure is required to protect the rights, safety, or integrity of the African Paleosciences Student Society and its members.
Retention of Information
Personal information and supporting documents will be retained only for as long as reasonably necessary to administer membership and fulfil the purposes described in this Privacy Notice.
Where documents are no longer required, they will be securely deleted, destroyed, or anonymised in accordance with applicable legal and administrative requirements.
Compliance with Data Protection Laws
The African Paleosciences Student Society is committed to processing personal information responsibly and in accordance with applicable data protection legislation, including the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (POPIA) of South Africa.
Personal information will be:
· Collected only for specific, legitimate, and lawful purposes;
· Processed fairly, lawfully, and transparently;
· Limited to information that is relevant and necessary for membership administration;
· Kept accurate and updated where reasonably possible;
· Protected through appropriate safeguards; and
· Retained only for as long as necessary.
Applicant Rights
Subject to applicable legal requirements, applicants have the right to:
· Request access to their personal information;
· Request correction of inaccurate or incomplete information;
· Request deletion or destruction of personal information that is no longer required;
· Object to or restrict certain forms of processing where permitted by law; and
· Withdraw consent where processing is based on consent.
Requests relating to personal information may be directed to the African Paleosciences Student Society's Membership Officer or designated Data Protection Contact.
Consent
By submitting this application, I confirm that the information provided is accurate and complete. I consent to the collection, storage, and processing of my personal information, photograph, and supporting academic documents by the African Paleosciences Student Society for the purposes outlined in this Privacy Notice.
I understand that my photograph and qualification documents will be used solely to verify my identity and eligibility for membership and will not be publicly shared or used for promotional purposes without my separate consent.
☐ I have read and understood the Privacy Notice.
☐ I consent to the A African Paleosciences Student Society collecting, storing, and processing my personal information, photograph, and supporting academic documents for membership administration and verification purposes, in accordance with this Privacy Notice and applicable data protection laws, including the Protection of Personal Information Act (POPIA) of South Africa.
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